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Abstract—We propose and demonstrate a high-precision phase
noise analysis method based on a photonic-assisted microwave
phase shifter (MPS) without nonlinear phase distortions (NPD).
The proposed scheme utilizes a dual parallel Mach Zehnder mod-
ulator (DPMZM) and an optical bandpass filter (OBPF) to im-
plement the photon-assisted microwave phase shifter. To avoid
additional frequency noise induced by frequency fluctuations of
the optical carrier, we employ a dispersion compensation photonic
delay line as the delay line component. The MPS operates in the
optical single sideband modulation (OSSB) mode with even-order
sideband suppression, allowing continuous phase tuning over the
entire 360° range and eliminating NPD commonly encountered
in traditional microwave photonic phase shifters. Experimental
results demonstrate significant improvements in the phase and
magnitude responses of the MPS without NPD compared to those
with NPD. The proposed system exhibits long-term stability, with
phase drift and amplitude drift of less than 5° and 1 dB, respec-
tively, over continuous operation for more than 1500 seconds. We
successfully measured microwave signals at the frequency of 8 GHz,
10 GHz, and 12 GHz with phase noise of —66.7, —65.5, and —62.1
dBc/Hz at 10 kHz offset frequency without resetting the proposed
system. The method could be used to characterize electronic and
photonic oscillators, which is highly reconfigurable and widely
tunable.

Index Terms—Microwave photonic, phase noise analysis, phase
shifter.
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1. INTRODUCTION

HASE noise is one of the most critical parameters used to
P evaluate the performance of microwave signal sources, as it
represents the short-term frequency stability of the signal [1], [2].
In fields such as radar, communication, measurement, and navi-
gation, there is a high demand for microwave signal sources with
low phase noise [3], [4], [5], [6]. The development of ultra-low
phase noise microwave signal sources has created an urgent need
for high-precision phase noise analysis. In the past few decades,
three techniques have been proposed to measure the phase noise
of microwave signals [7], each with its own set of advantages
and disadvantages. The first and most straightforward method is
to use a spectrum analyzer (SA) to directly measure the power
spectral density (PSD) of the oscillator. However, this method
has limited accuracy and dynamic range, typically less than
100 dB, due to the bandwidth of the intermediate frequency
(IF) filter within the SA and its own LO phase noise [8]. To
overcome these limitations, a mixer-based phase detector is used
to convert phase fluctuations into baseband voltage fluctuations.
Heterodyne measurement, which involves a phase detector and a
phase-locked loop (PLL), is a promising method. For the mixer
to function as a phase detector, the two input signals should have
a 90° phase difference. This method can measure phase noise
with high precision, but it requires an extra reference oscillator
with better performance than the oscillator under test and fre-
quency tunability [9]. However, the locking bandwidth of the
PLL limits the lower Fourier offset frequency from the carrier,
although its upper Fourier offset frequency can be expanded up
to the Nyquist frequency of the oscillator. As a result, homodyne
techniques without a PLL based on a delay line and a phase
detector have been proposed for phase noise measurement. This
method’s key advantage is that it does not require an additional
reference oscillator and does not have a lower offset frequency
from the carrier. Therefore, it can be used to measure long-term
stability over periods greater than 1 s (less than 1 Hz from the
carrier in the frequency domain) with the assistance of data
acquisition (DAQ) [10]. Its primary disadvantage is that it has
an upper offset frequency limit determined by the frequency
response of the delay line. In this scheme, a microwave signal
from an oscillator is split into two parts, and a relative time
delay and phase shift between them are introduced to achieve
decorrelation and ensure the mixer acts as a phase detector. As
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oscillator performance continues to improve, the corresponding
delay-line-based scheme requires a longer delay time, which is a
significant challenge for electrical techniques. Additionally, the
phase detector requires a phase shifter with a wider operational
bandwidth to introduce an exact 90° phase difference.

Optical techniques have emerged as a potential solution to
overcome these limitations. Several optical schemes have been
proposed for phase noise measurement, such as using an optical
fiber as a delay line to enhance sensitivity and precision [9].
However, the performance of these systems may still be limited
by complicated electrical processing units. Optical frequency
comb and carrier suppression interferometer techniques have
been introduced to enhance measurement sensitivity [11], [12].
To eliminate the calibration procedure, quadrature phase de-
modulation based on in-phase and quadrature (I/Q) mixing and
digital signal processing have been adopted [13], [14], [15]. To
further reduce the requirements for electrical processing mod-
ules and expand the system’s operating bandwidth, photonic-
assisted microwave processors have been introduced into the
phase noise measurement system [16], [17], [18], [19], [20],
[21], [22]. These processors use microwave photonic technolo-
gies to achieve bandwidth enhancement for microwave phase
shifting or frequency mixing. For example, in [21], an electro-
optical polarization modulator (PolM) was used to realize phase
shifting. However, the system based on a polarization modulator
is extremely sensitive to the surrounding environment, making
it unreliable for realistic applications [22], [23]. In another
study [18], a dual-drive Mach-Zehnder modulator was utilized
to upconvert the low-frequency signal to a higher frequency.
This approach effectively expanded the operational bandwidth
of the system at lower frequencies to 0.5 GHz. In [11], a compact
phase noise measurement system was achieved by substituting
an electroabsorption modulated laser for the laser source and
intensity modulator in the photon delay method. However, these
approaches did not take into consideration the non-linear phase
distortion (NPD) introduced by the beat frequency between
adjacent high-order sidebands.

In this article, we propose a high precision phase noise
analysis method based on a photonic-assisted microwave phase
shifter (MPS) without nonlinear phase distortion (NPD) com-
bined with an optical fiber delay line. The proposed system
could work over a wide frequency range without reconfiguration
and under complicated electromagnetic environment [24], [25],
[26]. It not only saves the use of a MPS, but also effectively
stretches the delay line in the conventional delay line phase
noise measurement system. A particularly desirable feature of
this approach is that the NPD is considerably suppressed in the
photonic-assisted MPS which may contaminate noise property
of oscillators under test resulting in a phase noise measurement
error. In this scheme, by properly setting the bias voltages of
a dual-parallel Mach-Zehnder modulator (DPMZM), the NPD
of the photonic-assisted MPS could be eliminated to avoid
phase noise measurement error. Microwave signals over a wide
frequency range from 8 GHz to 40 GHz could be phase shifted
over a full 360° within a magnitude variation of 4 dB. Moreover,
the long-term stability of the photonic-assisted MPS is also
experimentally investigated. A proof-of-concept experiment is
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(a)
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Fig. 1. (a) Schematic diagram of the proposed high precision phase noise
analysis method (LD: laser diode; DPMZM: phase modulator; OBPF: optical
bandpass filter; DCSMF: dispersion compensated single mode fiber; PD: pho-
todetector; EA: electrical amplifier; LNA: low noise amplifier; LPF: low-pass
filter; OUT: oscillator under test; FFTA: fast Fourier transform analyzer); (b)
schematics of optical spectra after each device.

carried out to verify the proposed method. The experimental
results confirm that the proposed method is feasible.

II. PRINCIPLE

The schematic configuration of the proposed phase noise
analysis method without phase noise measurement errors based
on a photonic-assisted MPS using a DPMZM and dispersion
compensated single mode fiber (DCSMF) acting as a photonic
delay line is illustrated in Fig. 1. An optical carrier from a narrow
linewidth laser diode (LD) with an angular frequency of w, is
fiber-coupled to a DPMZM via a polarization controller (PC)
which is used to minimize a polarization dependence loss (PDL).
The microwave signal from an oscillator under test (OUT) is
divided into two parts by splitting ratio of 1:1. One part is
boosted by an electrical amplifier (EA) to drive one of arms of
DPMZM and the other part is amplified by a low noise amplifier
(LNA) to act as a reference signal for a phase detector. The
phase detector comprises a double balanced passive mixer, a
low-pass filter (LPF), and LNA3 as shown in the inset of Fig.
1. MZM1 and MZM2 setting in parallel compose the DPMZM,
which contains three DC biases and two RF input ports. An
optical single sideband (OSSB) modulation with even-order
sidebands suppression is realized by removing either sideband of
the optical carrier with an optical bandpass filter (OBPF). It not
only avoids power fading but also achieves the MPS. By properly
adjusting bias voltages of DPMZM, a relative phase difference
between two optical sidebands is continuously changed. The
OSSB modulated optical signal is sent into the DCSMF to
achieve a transformation from frequency fluctuations into phase
fluctuations (Aw — A). As the frequency slightly changes, the
corresponding phase (¢ = wt) happening in the DCSMF will be
proportionally changed. Therefore, it is more desirable to use a
temperature stabilizing DCSMF acting as a photonic delay line.
Meanwhile, the delay time should be as large as possible so
that even quite small frequency fluctuations can be extracted.
The optical signals undergo a delay of the DCSMF and then are
converted into a microwave signal in a photodetector (PD).



WANG et al.: HIGH PRECISION PHASE NOISE ANALYSIS BASED ON A PHOTONIC-ASSISTED MICROWAVE PHASE SHIFTER

The phase shifted and time delayed microwave signal is
amplified by a LNA2 and is injected into another port of
the phase detector to obtain the other conversion from phase
fluctuations into baseband voltage fluctuations (Ap — AV).
The two signals launched into two ports of the phase detector
must require a 90° phase difference, and the output voltage
fluctuations are proportional to the input phase fluctuations. The
baseband voltage fluctuations are recorded using a fast Fourier
transform analyzer (FFTA).

We suppose the optical carrier has a normalized electrical field
expressed as Ep, (t) = exp(jw.t). The MZMI is driven by a mi-
crowave signal with an electrical field of (Vrp1 + AVepi(t)) X
COS(WRF1t+ Y1+ Ag&(t)), where Vip1, wrpr1, and ©1 are
the magnitude, angular frequency, and fixed phase. AVgzp
and Ap(t) = Awgpit are magnitude fluctuations and phase
fluctuations of microwave signals under test, where Awgp is
frequency fluctuations or linewidth of the microwave signal. In
order to flexibly control the optical carrier power, the MZM2 is
not driven by a microwave signal and let the optical carrier go
through. Therefore, the electrical filed at the DPMZM output
could be written as:

Eou (t)

= [Emza(t) exp (j03) + Enrzaa(t)] /V2

= Ep,(t) cos (B cos (wrrit + 01 + Ap(t)) +01/2)
-exp (jO3) /2 + Ern(t) cos (02/2) /2 (1)

where Eprza1 and Eayz o are the electrical field at MZM 1
and MZM2 output, 0, = 7V, /V;(n = 1, 2) are the phase shift
controlled by the DC biases voltages of two sub-MZMs,
V,, is the DC bias voltages, 8 = 7(Ver1 + AVrr1)/Vx is the
modulation index, and V. is a half-wave voltage of MZMI.
03 = wV3/V._pp is a relative phase difference between two
sub-MZMs, V. _pp is the half-wave voltage of the parent MZM.
Applying Jacobi-Anger expansion to (1) and considering large
signal modulation by increasing microwave signal power, we
could get the electrical field at the DPMZM output as follow:

EOut (t)

= B, (t) {EO + cos (61/2) i (="
- Jon(B) exp [j (2n (wrrit + @1 + Ap(t)) + 03)]

(o]

—sin (61/2) Y (=1)"Jan-1(B) explj

—0Q

((2n = 1) - (wrrit + o1+ Ap(t) +05)]} /2 (D)

where Ey = Jo () cos(01/2) exp(jf3) + cos(f2/2). Then, the
optical signal goes through an OBPF to remove optical sidebands
either side of the optical carrier to get OSSB modulated signals.
Meanwhile, the optical signals pass through the DCSMF to
introduce a time delay 7. Therefore, the electrical field at the
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DCSMF output could be rewritten as follow:
Eou (t) = En (t — 1) {EO + cos (61/2) Z(—l)"Jgn(B)
n=0
-exp [j(2n (wrpi(t = 7) + @1+ Ap(T)) + 03)]
—sin (01/2) Y (—1)"Jan_1(B) explj((2n — 1)
n=0

“(wrp1(t = 7) + 1+ Ap(7)) +63)]} /2 (3)

As can be seen from (3), we could clearly observe that frequency
fluctuations could be proportionally converted into phase fluc-
tuations with a relationship of Awgp; X 7 = Ap(7). After a
square-law detection in a PD, the output photocurrent I(t) is
given as

I(t) = Ap(t) + A(t) + B(t) + C(t) + . .. 4)

where Ao (t) is the desirable microwave signal with the angular
frequency of wgrpy recovered from the modulated optical signal,
A(t) results from the higher-order sidebands to the magnitude
and phase of the recovered microwave signal with a fundamental
frequency, which will induce the NPD. These nonlinear distor-
tions are an origin of phase noise measurement error, B(t) is
the unwanted second harmonics which also will be injected into
the phase detector to introduce some phase noise measurement
errors, and C(t) is the corresponding third harmonics. These
high harmonic signals will be underlying mixed with each other
in the mixer to generate phase noise measurement errors.

Ap(t) = Egsin(01/2).J1(B) (5a)
~exp{—j[wrri(t — T) + 1 + Ap(T) + 63]} /2
+ Ejsin(61/2)J1(5)
exp{j lwrp1(t — 7) + 1+ Ap(T) + 03]} /2

At) = —sinby Y Jn(B)Jns1(B) (5b)
-cos [wrr1(t —7) + @1 + Ap(T) + 65] /2
B) = Bo(t) ~ 0SS )gnr) 0
n=1

-cos [2(wrr1(t — 7) + 1 + Ap(7)) + 03]
Olt) = Colt) — sinty 3 J(B)uss(5)
n=1

~cos [3 (wrp1(t —7) + v1 + Ap(1)) + 03] /2
(5d)

As can be seen from (5b), some main measurement errors are
introduced into the system to additionally degrade the quality
of microwave signal because of the beating between any two
adjacent higher-order sidebands. In order to remove the NPD
and effectively expand dynamic range of the proposed system,
MZM1 is biased at the minimum transmission point (MITP) and
MZM?2 is biased at the maximum transmission point (MATP).
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Fig.2. Variations of J1(8), J2(8), J3(8) and J4(8) versus S3.

Therefore, we firstly tune the bias voltages of the MZMI to
suppress even-order sidebands so that #; = 7 and Vi = V.
We could firstly obtain Ey = Ej, A(t) =0, C(t) = CO(¢). It
is obviously observed that the power of the second harmonic
signal depends on Bessel coefficients of J,,(5) and J,12(8).
Therefore, we make a simulation to observe the amplitude vari-
ation of higher order sidebands varying with modulation index
[ as shown in Fig. 2. The amplitude of the first-order sideband
is proportional to J; (/3) based on the simulation, which mono-
tonically increases over a range of 0 < [ < 1.86. It is clearly
shown that the amplitude of the first-order sideband reaches
a peak when the modulation index equals 1.86 rd. In order
to remove measurement errors induced by higher harmonics
shown in (5¢) and (5d), the microwave signal power fed into
the MZM1 is adjusted to meet the requirement of 5 = 1.86.
Therefore, the power of the driven microwave signal of the
DPMZM is considered to be (1.86V,/7)?/50. In our scheme,
the corresponding microwave signal power is about 175 mW.
We could achieve A(t) = 0, B(t) = 0, C(t) = 0. Therefore, we
could get pure microwave signals at the PD output without the
NPD and higher order harmonics as follows:

Ap(t) = cos 9—22]1(5) cos (wrp1(t —7) + @1 + Ap(T) + 03)
(6)

As can be seen from (6), @1 and wrpF; T are stable phases in-
troduced by the driven microwave signal and the delay time. We
suppose the delay line is stable. That is, the length the photonic
delay line is stabilized. In this scheme, we make use of a DC-
SMF to avoid additional frequency noise induced by frequency
fluctuations of the optical carrier. In essence, the linewidth of LD
will introduce some extra frequency noise. Therefore, we tune
the bias voltage V3 to achieve phase shift for the microwave
signals under test. We could obtain wrpi7 + 1 + 03 = 7/2
by adjusting the bias voltages V5. Meanwhile, we adjust the
bias voltage of the MZM?2 to improve the optical carrier to
sideband ratio (OCSR) to optimal sensitivity of the system. It
is worth noting that the optical carrier power is governed by
the transfer function of the MZM?2. The generated microwave
signal is mixed with a reference signal in a mixer, in which a sum
frequency (2wgp) is filtered off with a low-pass filter attached
after it retaining the difference frequency. We could get voltage
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fluctuations as follow:
AV(t) X « [VRFl + AVRFl(t)] COS(92/2)J1 (ﬁ)
. G1G2 Sin (AwRFlr) (7)

where (V1) is the conversion efficiency of the mixer, and
G1, G2 are gain coefficients of LNA1 and LNAZ2, respectively.
Considering phase noise of the OUT with much less than 1 rd,
we could define the phase detection sensitivity K, (V/rad) of
the phase detector as follow:

AV (t)

K. =
AOJRFlT

o= x «[Vgrp1 + AVgpi(t)] cos %Jl(ﬂ)Gng

®)
It is clearly shown that RIN of OUT will introduce some phase
noise measurement errors. RIN of the microwave signal is
firstly coupled into the modulation index /3 and then further
contaminate phase noise in the process of phase detection. In
our scheme, we assume that the RIN of the microwave signal
could be neglected. In general, phase noise with a mirror image
is quantified in terms of two-sided PSD S, ( f) of the carrier for
phase fluctuations in a unit of [rad? /Hz, as a function of Fourier

frequency f. We could get two-sided PSD as follow:

Su() = i)

B AK2 sin®(mf7) ©

where P,(f) is the PSD for voltage fluctuations in a unit of
[V2/Hz| measured by the FFTA. Therefore, with an assist of
the phase detection sensitivity K, we could convert [V?/Hz]
into [rad?/Hz|. When the phase fluctuation is much less than
27, the unit for S, (f) could be changed into [dBc/Hz] with a
relation of 10log; (S, (f)). Phase noise measurement could be
regarded as a two steps process, first converting the frequency
fluctuations into phase fluctuations with a photonic delay line,
and then converting the phase fluctuations into voltages fluctu-
ations with a help of a phase detector. In the scheme, the phase
detector is calibrated by a photonic-assisted MPS. In conven-
tional methods, the phase shift was achieved by an electrical
phase shifter, which generally has narrow bandwidth and heavy
weight. Therefore, we make use of a photonic-assisted MPS to
achieve a larger working bandwidth. We firstly demonstrate the
wideband property of the photonic-assisted MPS with an assist
of an electrical vector network analyzer (EVNA) to measure its
phase and magnitude responses. Meanwhile, we measure the
NPD of the proposed phase noise analysis method induced by
higher-order sidebands.

III. EXPERIMENT AND RESULT

We carried out an experiment to verify the proposed phase
noise analysis method based on the setup shown in Fig. 1. An
optical carrier emitted at 1550.118 nm from a LD was fiber-
coupled into a DPMZM. The output power of the LD was fixed
at 173.4 mW. The DPMZM has a bandwidth of 40 GHz and
a half-wave voltage of 3.5 V for its sub-MZMs and 16 V for
its parent MZM. A DC extinction ratio for each sub-MZM was
more than 20 dB. One of RF ports of the DPMZM was driven by
a microwave signal generated from an OUT at the fixed output
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Fig. 3. Measured optical spectra (a) at the output of the DPMZM, (b) before
and after the OBPF and the transmission response of the OBPFE.

200
B o rgoe ooty 16067 ®
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10 20 30 40 1'0 iﬂ 50 40
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Fig. 4. (a) Measured phase response and (b) and power variation of the phase
noise analysis system when the bias voltage V3 is tuning from —16.05 V to
15.06 V, respectively.

power of 0 dBm. An EA with a 3-dB bandwidth from 40 kHz to
38 GHz, and a gain of 23 dB were inserted between the LD and
the DPMZM to boost the microwave signal power up to 23 dBm.
In order to verity the performance of the photonic-assisted MPS,
an EVNA with a working bandwidth from 50 MHz to 40 GHz
was used to measure its phase and magnitude responses. An
OBPF attached after the DPMZM was used to remove either
sideband of the optical carrier and its bandwidth was set at 650
pm. The modulated optical signal was then sent into a PD with
a bandwidth of 40 GHz. The electrical mixer acting as a phase
detector has a LO and an RF bandwidth from DC to 14 GHz
and an IF bandwidth from DC to 8 GHz. LNAI and LNAI1
were used to amplify the electrical signal power to ensure the
mixer working at a saturated condition. First, we set the bias
voltages of the two sub-MZMs at V;=V5=V,=3.5 V to make
them working at the MITP to suppress optical carrier as shown in
the red line in Fig. 3(a), which is recorded by an optical spectrum
analyzer (OSA) with a resolution of 0.01 nm. As can be seen
from Fig. 3(a), the optical carrier suppression ratio could reach
more than 32 dB. Then, we tuned the bias voltage of MZM?2
Vo=0 V to pass through a pure optical carrier as shown in a
black line in Fig. 3(a). The OCSR is 11 dB. Fig. 3(b) shows
optical spectra before and after the OBPF and the transmission
response of the OBPF when the frequency of the driven signal
was 12 GHz.

In order to demonstrate the wideband property of the proposed
phase noise analysis system, we measured phase and magnitude
response of the system with a help of an EVNA. Fig. 4(a) shows
the measured phase response by adjusting the bias voltage V3
after a calibration process at V3=0V, and it was done in advance
to remove an inherent system response. It is obviously that the
phase of the microwave signal under test could be continuously
tuned over a full 360°. Fig. 4(b) shows the corresponding
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Fig. 5. (a) Optical spectra with and without second order sidebands, (b)
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Fig. 6. Comparison of output (a) phase and (b) intensity responses with and
without NPD.

magnitude response. As can be seen from Fig. 4(b), the mag-
nitude of the microwave signal under test could be retained a
constant over a wide bandwidth.

Meanwhile, we investigated the NPD induced by the
photonic-assisted MPS. As mentioned in principle, the unde-
sirable higher order modulated sidebands will induce the NPD.
In this case, the bias voltage V; was tuned to be 1.71 V to make
MZM1 work at linear modulation condition and the bias voltage
V> was then adjusted to be 2.7 V to control the optical carrier
power constant. Fig. 5(a) shows the optical spectra with and
without second order sidebands. Itis clearly that the second order
sideband was increased by 13 dB after adjusting bias voltages
V1 and V5, and other sidebands keep almost constant.

As depicted in Fig. 6, a comparison was made between the
phase and magnitude responses of the output with and without
NPD at a fixed 90° phase shift. The results indicated that the
phase and intensity responses of the MPS output were greatly
optimized in the absence of NPD. For phase responses, the
relatively phase difference is meaningful which implies that
undesirable higher order sidebands generate some extra funda-
mental frequency microwave signals to overlap with the wanted
microwave signal. The additionally generated signals will have
a vector resultant to distort the phase and magnitude of the
microwave signals. It is worth noting, for the conditions, the
bias voltage V3 kept unvaried at the value of 7.59 V and the
microwave power kept constant.

System stability broken into long-term stability and short-
term stability is a pretty important issue for the whole
system [27]. In the proposed system, the photonic-assisted
microwave processor is much more sensitive than other parts.
Therefore, we measured a phase and magnitude stability of
the generated microwave signal at the PD output as shown in
Fig. 5(b). It can be seen that the phase deviation over time
duration of more than 1500 s is less than 5° and amplitude



5501807

— The proposed method
— R8s

— The proposed method
— R8S

IS
'S

B

Phase Noise (dBc/Hz) @8 GHz
Phase Noise (dBc/Hz) @10 GHz
P
Phase Noise (dBc/Hz) @12 GHz
&

100 K 0k 100k
Offset Frequency (Hz)

100 K 10k 100k 100
Offset Frequency (Hz)

10k 100k
Offset Frequency (Hz)

Fig. 7. Measured phase noise of microwave signals at the frequency of (a)
8 GHz; (b) 10 GHz, and (¢) 12 GHz.

variation is less than 1 dB. The experimental results indicate
that the microwave signal after processing by the photonic
techniques has a good long term stability performance. To verify
the feasibility of the proposed method, phase noise of microwave
signals at 8-, 10-, 12-GHz carrier was measured. During the
measurements, only Vs was adjusted when frequency of the
microwave signals under test was changed. The dispersion of the
SMF and the DCF are 17 and —169 ps/(nm.km), respectively. In
total, the splice loss of the DCSMF is about 3.05 dB. The length
of the DCSMF is about 3 km and the corresponding delay time
is about 15 us. The nonlinear threshold power for the DCSMF
is about 12 dBm. In the experiment, the power of the optical
signals put into the DCSMF was strictly limited to avoid some
nonlinear effects such as stimulated Brillouin scattering (SBS)
and self-phase modulation (SPM). Meanwhile, the OCSR was
tuned to achieve the optimal dynamic range for the system. The
experimental results are shown in Fig. 7. As a comparison, the
phase noise was also measured by a commercial phase noise
analyzer from Rohde&Schwarz (R&SFSWP50). At a frequency
offset of 10 kHz, the phase noise with —66.7 dBc/Hz at 8 GHz
carrier, —65.5 dBc/Hz at 10 GHz carrier, and —62.1 dBc/Hz at
12 GHz carrier was measured with the proposed method, respec-
tively. At a frequency offset of 1 kHz, the phase noise levels for
the 8 GHz, 10 GHz, and 12 GHz carriers were —70.8 dBc/Hz,
—66.3 dBc/Hz, and —64.1 dBc/Hz, respectively. It is clearly
shown that two curves in Fig. 7 approximately agree with each
other. The phase noise differences between two curves at offset
frequencies lower than 250 Hz is relatively obvious, and the
measured phase noise curve using the proposed method almost
linearly increases below the 1 kHz offset frequency. We analyzed
the phase noise property based on power-law relationship of
phase noise in a function of Fourier frequency in the log-log
scale. The observed disparities in the measurements can be at-
tributed to the presence of flicker noise stemming from the LNAs
and the PD during the phase noise measurement process [28]. It’s
worth noting that the measured phase noise curve exhibits a dip
at around 66 kHz, followed by regular dips, which is attributed
to the transmission response of the DCSMF. The location of the
first dip in the phase noise curve determines the upper frequency
limit of our proposed phase noise analysis method, following
the relation f = 1/7. According to prior research [9], measure-
ment results within a frequency offset range of approximately
f < 0.95/7 are considered reliable.

IV. CONCLUSION

We have proposed and experimentally demonstrated a
high precision phase noise analysis method based on a
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photonic-assisted MPS without NPD using a DPMZM. The key
photonic units of the proposed method are the photonic-assisted
MPS and a DCSMF acting as the photonic delay line. The
phase tuning property over a wide bandwidth of the proposed
method is firstly experimentally demonstrated. Moreover, we
experimentally measured the NPD and the long-term stability
of the proposed system. Microwave signals at the frequency of
8-, 10-, and 12- GHz with phase noise of —66.7, —65.5, and
—62.1 dBc/Hz at 10 kHz offset frequency were experimentally
measured, respectively.
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