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Highly Reliable Transmission System for
Next-Generation Optical Access Network Based on
Silicon Modulator With Maximum-Ratio
Combined Receiver

Jun Qin, Yuansheng Tao, Haowen Shu
Guo-Wei Lu

Abstract—A novel maximum-ratio combined receiver (MRC-
RX) is proposed and demonstrated through a proof-of-concept
experiment, conducted to mitigate the system performance degra-
dation caused by the low linearity of the silicon modulator when
deployed in passive optical network (PON)-based access. By em-
ploying the proposed MRC-RX, an optimized receiver sensitiv-
ity is achieved, which enables the mitigation of the performance
degradation induced by the silicon modulator, and a more reliable
transmission in both cases of low and high received power. In the
proof-of-concept experiment, at a bit error rate of 1.0 x 1074,
the receiver sensitivity of the MRC-RX was improved by 3.5 dB
and 6.7 dB compared with the lite coherent receiver (lite CO-RX)
and direct detection receiver (DD-RX), respectively. Compared
with a system employing a commerecial lithium niobate (LiNbO3)
modulator, a maximum improvement of ~5.6 dB in the receiver
sensitivity was obtained for the MRC-RX in the silicon modulator
system. Thus, the system performance degradation caused by the
low linearity of the silicon modulator can be effectively reduced
by employing the MRC-RX. The proposed method makes sense to
the building of next generation high reliable photonics integrated
access by employing silicon modulators.
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1. INTRODUCTION

RESENTLY, the development of new 5G-enabled, ultra-
Preliable low latency communications (uRLLC) services,
such as remote industrial control, automated driving, and remote
surgery/e-health, has increased the demands for the network
reliability of optical access network [1]—[3]. The passive optical
network (PON) with a tree topology has been regarded as the
most attractive optical access network architecture [4], [S]. The
standardization of next-generation optical access networks, such
as wavelength-division multiplexing (WDM) PONs [2], [5], and
next-generation passive optical network stage 2 (NG-PON2) is
being actively advanced [6]. As a promising next-generation
PON candidate for optical access network, NG-PON2 exploits
time- and wavelength-division multiplexing (TWDM). Each
optical line terminal (OLT) communicates with multiple optical
network units (ONUs) via time-division multiple access, while
different wavelengths are used between different OLTs. More-
over, NG-PON?2 is expected to be compatible with the legacy
optical distribution network (ODN) with power-splitter-based
fiber infrastructure [6]. In ODN, with a high split ratio, the
expense of per-ONU can be reduced as more sites can be
supported by a single feeder fiber. To comply with the new stan-
dard, approaches using coherent detection have been proposed
for PON-based access network [4], [7]. Compared to the cur-
rently employed direct-detection receivers (DD-RX), coherent
detection receivers (CO-RX) offer significantly higher receiver
sensitivities that can enable a higher split ratio and longer reach
for PON. Moreover, CO-RX exhibits significant advantages,
such as robustness to chromatic dispersion [8], colorless re-
ceiver operation due to its wavelength/frequency selectivity, and
high achievable spectral-efficiency through the realization of
high-order modulation formats. However, the conventional in-
tradyne coherent receiver, which comprises components such as
polarization-diversity hybrid and balanced-photodetector array,
is extremely complicated and expensive for PON. To decrease
the complexity and cost, lite coherent receivers (lite CO-RX)
have been proposed and employed in the work of [4], [7].
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Compared to the conventional intradyne coherent receiver, by
employing heterodyne coherent detection combed with digital
signal processing (DSP), the receiver complexity is substantially
reduced (a single photodetector (PD) is required) in the lite
coherent receiver, as reported in [4], [7]. The achieved high
sensitivity and low cost of lite CO-RX makes it a promis-
ing receiver candidate for an access network. However, the
performance of lite CO-RX is significantly influenced by the
frequency offset and phase noise generated by the two beating
laser sources, although many carrier phase recovery (CPR) and
carrier frequency offset (CFO) algorithms have been proposed
to solve this problem. In the case of a high received optical
power, the recovered signal from CO-RX is still inferior to that
from DD-RX [4], [9]. By separately employing DD-RX and lite
CO-RX, the best receiver sensitivity cannot be simultaneously
maintained for low and high received optical power, which is
not conducive to build a highly reliable PON access to meet the
transmission requirements for services such as uRLLC in the
5G era.

Silicon photonics is considered a promising technology to
address the challenge of chip-scale integrated communication
systems owing to the compactness for high-density integration
and complementary metal-oxide semiconductor (CMOS) com-
patibility for low-cost mass production [10]. Fabricating optical
devices into the silicon platform in the access network can reduce
the size and weight of the access equipment, as well as reduce
the power consumption and cost. Silicon photonics on silicon
on insulator platform has emerged as the leading technology.
Optical modulators are fundamental components of optical com-
munication links and serve as the information encoding engines
from the electrical domain to the optical domain [11]. The
traditional lithium niobate (LiNbOs3) modulators are costly and
difficult to be integrated; therefore, researchers are continuously
attempting to discover a low-cost and easily integrated modu-
lator device. A silicon-based modulator is a suitable candidate.
Silicon traveling-wave Mach—Zehnder modulators (TW-MZM)
utilizing carrier-depletion-type phase shifters have been widely
integrated as fundamental devices [12]-[17]. Carrier depletion in
areverse-biased pn diode offers a high-speed response due to its
small capacitance, but it is intrinsically absorptive and nonlinear,
moreover, it suffers from low linearity, which will cause distor-
tions to the generated signal [18]—[20]. Various efforts have been
made to improve this, including the optimization of pn diode
designs, doping density, novel waveguide structure, electrode
designs, and driving methods [19], [21], [22]. All these methods
require changing of the physical characteristics/structures or
addition of extra electrical driving circuits; they are predeter-
mined before fabrication or packaging, thus, can be regarded as
prefabrication/packaging optimizations.

In this paper, a novel maximum-ratio combined receiver
(MRC-RX) is proposed and demonstrated through a proof-of-
concept experiment, conducted to mitigate the system perfor-
mance degradation caused by the low linearity of the silicon
modulator when deployed in PON-based access. By employing
the proposed MRC-RX, an optimized receiver sensitivity was
achieved that enables the mitigation of the performance degra-
dation induced by the silicon modulator, and a more reliable
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transmission in both cases of low and high received power.
The proposed MRC-RX is an algorithm-based post-fabrication
performance optimization method for a silicon modulator, which
has not been reported before.

The paper is organized as follows. In section II, the working
principle and experimental setup are introduced, the experiment
results are presented in section III. The cost and the potential
methods that can be used to further improve the system are
discussed in section IV. Finally, the paper is concluded in
Section V.

II. WORKING PRINCIPLE AND EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

Fig. 1 demonstrates the framework, working principle, and
experimental setup of the access prototype based on a sili-
con modulator with the proposed MRC-RX. Different OLTs
(#OLTI,...#OLTn-1, OLTn) of different wavelengths are cou-
pled together through WDM. After transmission via ODN,
which comprises transmission fiber, WDM demultiplexer, and
passive splitters/combiners, the signals arrive at ONU. Multiple
ONUs (ONU/,...ONUn-1, ONUn) communicate with the OLTs
through an optical power splitter. In the figure, the downstream
channels (OLT->ONU) and upstream channels (ONU->OLT)
are indicated by red and purple lines, respectively.

The continuous-wave (CW) laser in OLT/ONU works si-
multaneously as the local oscillator (LO) laser for the up-
stream/downstream signal and the source laser for the down-
stream/upstream signal. By tuning the wavelength of the LO,
arbitrary wavelength channel selection can be achieved. For the
downstream situation, the optical spectra of the downstream
signal at fj with two sidebands before (point 1) and after (point
2) adding the LO at f; in the ONU are shown in Insets (1) and (2).
After the square law detection in a PD, the electrical frequency
spectra of the received signal at point 5 is presented in Inset (5).

Asshownin Inset (5), the DD-RX component at intermediated
frequency fir; is generated by the beating between the down-
stream optical carrier and the downstream signal sidebands. As
the DD-RX component is produced by the same laser, it is free
of CFO and carrier phase noise. The lite CO-RX component at
fire, which satisfies firo = fi — fo —fir1 = Af - fir1 (Af'is the
frequency offset between the downstream laser and upstream
laser which working as the LO in the downstream case), is
generated from the beating between the LO light and the lower
sideband of the downstream signal at fi — fir1. As the lite
CO-RX component is produced by two laser sources, CFO and
CPR algorithms are required to recover the signal.

After the separate DSPs for the DD-RX and lite CO-RX,
a maximum-ratio combined (MRC) algorithm, represented by
equation (1), was employed to calculate the output signal as the
results of MRC-RX [23]-[25].

_ SNRpp-rx
SNRpp-rx + SNRjiteco-Rrx
SN Rijteco-RX

SlitecO— t
+ SNRpp_rx + SNRjeco_nx  1teCO rx ()

Smrc-rx(t) Spp-_rx(t)
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Fig. 1.

Framework and experimental setup of the PON based access network prototype based on an MRC-RX using silicon modulator. Inset (1): optical spectrum

of the downstream signal at f; with two sidebands at f1 + frr1 and fi — frr1; Inset (2): optical spectrum of the downstream signal after adding LO at fo; Inset

(3): optical spectrum of the upstream signal at fo with two sidebands at fo + frr1 and fa

— frr1; Inset (4): optical spectrum of the upstream light; Inset (5):

electrical spectrum of the received signal after square law detection of PD; Inset (6): DSP in the DD-RX; Inset (7): DSP in the lite CO-RX. PON: passive optical
network, MRC-RX: maximum-ratio combined receiver, LO: local oscillator, DD-RX: direct detection receiver, lite CO-RX: lite coherent receiver, OLT: optical line
terminal, ONU: optical network unit, CW: continuous wave, PC: polarization controller, OC: optical coupler, AWG: arbitrary waveform generator, EA: electrical
amplifier, EDFA: erbium-doped fiber amplifiers, Cir: circulator, WDM MUX/DEMUX: wavelength-division multiplexer/demultiplexer, PD: photodetector, DSP:
digital signal processing, SRRC: square root raise cosine, DD-LMS: decision-directed least mean square equalizer, CMA: constant modulus algorithm, QPSK:

quadrature phase shift keying.

In equation (1), Syre-rx(D), Spp-rx(1), and Syt co-rx (D)
are the output signals from the MRC-RX, DD-RX, and lite CO-
RX, respectively. SNR represents the signal-noise ratio of the
different receivers, which can be calculated using the error vector
magnitude (EVM) SNRDD_R)(/(SNRDD_Rx—f—SNRme CO—RX)
and SNR it co-rx/(SNRpp-rx+SNRite co-rx) represent the
maximal SNR ratios achieved for the DD-RX and lite CO-RX,
respectively. As the recovered signal quality from the DD-RX
and lite CO-RX is directly determined by the SNR, it is rea-
sonable to combine the results based on different SNVR ratios in
MRC-RX, as identified in [24]. For the upstream transmission,
the signal and LO laser frequency can be replaced with f> and
f1; insets (3—4) show the corresponding optical spectra of the
upstream light after and before use with the modulator.

The proof-of-concept experimental setup for downstream
transmission with the proposed MRC-RX is also shown in Fig. 1.
In the experiment, the downstream quadrature phase shift keying
(QPSK) signal at fip; = 2.5 GHz is first generated by an arbitrary
waveform generator (AWG, Tektronix 70002) in OLT. Square-
root-raised-cosine (SRRC) filtering is used to convolve each
transmitted symbol waveform truncated from -87 to 87 (T is the
symbol duration) with a roll-off factor of 0.1 after up-sampling.
The data rate of the generated QPSK signal is 2.5 Gbps. The
signals are converted to intermediate frequency analog waves
by the AWG, which then drive the silicon modulator. A CW
laser at the wavelength of 1,549.951 nm (Agilent N7714A) was

followed by a polarization controller (PC) before being injected
into the silicon modulator. Afterward, an erbium-doped fiber
amplifier (EDFA) was used to amplify the signal. After standard
single-mode fiber (SSMF) transmission, the signal arrives at
ONU. In the receiver, upstream CW light at the wavelength of
1,550.043 nm (Yokogawa AQ2200, with ~1.5-MHz linewidth)
is used as the LO to beat with the downstream signal light (the
frequency interval between the signal light and LO Af=f; — f5
= 11.5 GHz) in the PD (with 12.5 GHz 3 dB bandwidth) to
generate the lite CO-RX component. The PC behind the LO
is employed to obtain the best heterodyne performance in the
PD by adjusting the polarization states. The MRC-RX includes
two parts: DD-RX and lite CO-RX. The two parts’ results will
be combined as the outputs of the MRC-RX through the MRC
algorithm presented as equation (1).

The DSPs for the DD-RX and lite CO-RX are shown in
Insets (6) and (7) in Fig. 1, respectively. For the DD-RX, a
low-pass filter of 0-5 GHz was first utilized to filter the signal
at fir;. After down-frequency conversion, a matching SRRC
filter was employed to recover the original QPSK waveforms.
Because the received signal is sampled at a fixed rate by the
free-running oscilloscope and all further processing be done
digitally using these samples, a clock recovery algorithm is
necessary to estimate the timing offset between the real samples
and the optimal sampling points. In this experiment, a square
timing recovery algorithm was used for both the DD-RX and
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Fig. 2. Micrograph of the employed silicon traveling-wave Mach-Zehnder
modulator.

lite CO-RX [26]. Finally, a decision-directed least mean square
(DD-LMS) equalizer with 1017 symbol duration delay taps
was employed to equalize the linear impairments. For the lite
CO-RX, a bandpass filter (BPF) with a passband of 6-11 GHz
was first used to select the lite CO-RX component. After BPF
filtering, down-frequency conversion from fipo will be carried
out. The subsequent SRRC filtering, down sampling, and clock
recovery are the same as those in the DD-RX. However, instead
of a DD-LMS equalizer, a constant modulus algorithm equalizer
with 101 7/2 symbol duration delay taps was employed in the lite
CO-RX. As the component of the lite CO-RX is susceptible to
the phase-related impairments introduced by the two incoherent
beating lasers, the DD-LMS is unable to converge. In the last
two steps, CFO and CPR algorithms [27], [28] are used to
compensate the frequency offset and phase related impairments.
Finally, the results of the DD-RX and lite CO-RX are combined
using the MRC algorithm shown in equation (1) as the outputs
of the MRC-RX.

III. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND ANALYSIS
A. Characterization of the Silicon Modulator

The silicon TW-MZM chip used in the experiment was
fabricated by Interuniversity Microelectronics Centre (IMEC,
Belgium), the structure is shown in Fig. 2. The modulator used
in the experiment is highlighted by the white dashed line in the
figure. On the left side of the signal lines, a group of GSGSG
(G: Ground, S: Signal) pads were built to apply the bias voltage
and the driving signal through the electrical radiofrequency (RF)
probe (MPI TS0A G5100). In the experiment, single-arm driving
was employed, and the light was coupled in and out of the
modulator by fiber-to-chip grating couplers with an intersection
loss of ~6 dB/coupler. The insertion loss of the modulator
was measured to be 3.3 dB. Furthermore, each arm of the
modulator contains a 1.5-mm long phase shifter, which works
via the plasma dispersion effect; the voltage-length V. L of each
modulation arm is 2.494 V.cm. Each signal line is terminated
with an on-chip resistor to match closely with the impedance
of the transmission line. The waveguides of the two arms were
intentionally designed to be 100 nm away from the modulation
region, which allows adjustment of the operation point via
wavelength tuning.

The measured bandwidth of the silicon modulator is shown
in Fig. 3. From the results, we can see that, as the reverse bias
voltage changed from 0 V to 4 V, the 3-dB bandwidth of the
modulator gradually increased from 23 GHz to 33 GHz. The
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doped fiber amplifier, BPF: bandpass filter, PD: photodetector, PC: polarization
controller, BPF: bandpass filter, SHD: second harmonic distortion, IMD3: third-
order intermodulation.

variation of the bandwidth is mainly due to the change in the
lateral pn junction capacitance caused by a different bias voltage.
In the following experiments, 4 V was chosen as the reverse bias,
corresponding to 33 GHz 3 dB bandwidth.

To characterize the linearity of the present modulator, the
second harmonic distortion (SHD) and third-order intermodula-
tion (IMD?3) spurious free dynamic range (SFDR) performance
are further examined. Fig. 4(a) shows the experimental setup
for the SFDR test. The light beam from a tunable laser source
was coupled into and out of the fabricated modulator by grating
couplers, as introduced previously. A PC was used to adjust the
polarization state of the light injected into the chip. An EDFA
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Fig. 5. (a) Optical spectra of the downstream signal light and upstream LO
light; (b) Electrical spectrum captured from oscilloscope after PD. QPSK:
quadrature phase shift keying, LO: local oscillator.

was employed to amplify the optical signal to meet the power re-
quirement of the photodiode. Two microwave signals at two near
frequencies f; = 1 GHz and f; = 1.1 GHz were first combined
using an electrical combiner and then injected into a bias tee
to drive the modulator. An electrical spectral analyzer after PD
was used to measure the distortion components. Fig. 4(b) shows
the measurement results, as the input power varies, the output
powers of the fundamental signal at 1 GHz, SHD at 2 GHz, and
IMD3 at 1.1 GHz/ 0.9 GHz (the IMD3 value shown in Fig. 4(b)
is the mean value at 1.1 GHz and 0.9 Hz) can be recorded. In the
figure, the points of SHD and IMD3 are fitted for calculation of
the SFDRs according to a system noise floor of —161 dBm/Hz.
For the employed modulator, the calculated SFDRs for SHD and
IMD?3 are 85.5 dB-Hz!? and 99.5 dB-Hz*?, respectively.

B. Performance Measurements for DD-RX, Lite CO-RX, and
MRC-RX

Fig. 5(a) shows the optical spectra of the received down-
stream QPSK signal and the upstream LO light before the PD.
The electrical spectra after beating in the PD are presented in
Fig. 5(b), captured using the oscilloscope (Keysight Infinium
DSA 96204Q, running at 80 GSa/s, minimum sample rate re-
quirement ~34.5 GSa/s) after fast Fourier transformation. From
Fig. 5(b), we can see that the electrical signals detected by the
DD-RX and lite CO-RX centered at fir; = 2.5 GHz and fir2
= 9 GHz were successfully generated and obtained. The lite
CO-RX frequency firs is determined by the frequency intervals
between the downstream signal, LO, and fir1, which satisfies
fire =f1 — fo — fir1 = Af—fir1. Meanwhile, we can also obtain
a component at frequency Af + fir1 = 14 GHz, but this is out
of the 3-dB bandwidth of the PD and, thus, will be neglected.
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Subsequently, the signals were captured by the oscilloscope and
processed offline in MATLAB, as described in section II.

The bit error rate (BER) performance over the received power
was calculated by comparing the difference between the original
and recovered bits sequence in Fig. 6 for (a) back-to-back (BTB)
and (b) 20-km SSMF transmission, respectively. An optical
attenuator was used at the ONU side to change the received
power. The results in Fig. 6(a) indicate that, by employing the
MRC-RX at a BER of 1.0 x 1074, the receiver sensitivity was
improved by 3.5 dB and 6.7 dB, as compared with the lite CO-RX
and DD-RX, respectively. In Figs. 6(a) and (b), a similar BER
variation tendency is achieved for different receivers for both
BTB and 20-km SSMF transmission. For the 20-km SSMF
transmission case, as shown in Fig. 6(b), when the received
power is less than —17 dBm, the output signal quality of the
MRC-RX is completely determined by the lite CO-RX because
the DD-RX vanishes due to the low sensitivity of direct detec-
tion. However, when the power is larger than —17 dBm, because
the MRC-RX combines the results of both the lite CO-RX and
DD-RX, a better BER performance is achieved (1.92 x 1075
at —7 dBm), as compared with the DD-RX (3.52 X 1079)
and lite CO-RX (5.51 x 1079) individually. The demodulated
constellation diagram shown in the right column is clearer and
more concentrated for the MRC-RX than for the DD-RX and
lite CO-RX. When the received power is larger than ~ —8 dBm,
the DD-RX performs better than the lite CO-RX because it
is immune to the phase-related impairments generated by the
beating of different lasers. The receiver sensitivity of the lite
CO-RX at 3.8 x 1073 can be further improved by employing a
narrow linewidth LO laser, which will be discussed in sectionI'V.

C. Influences of Frequency Interval for Different Receivers

As the frequency interval between the DD-RX and lite CO-RX
is determined by fi, f>, and fir1, careful calculation is necessary
to avoid frequency overlap. Frequency overlap will cause se-
vere performance degradation for different receivers. Fig. 7(a)
illustrates the EVM performances with different frequency in-
tervals (Af) between f; and f; for the DD-RX, lite CO-RX, and
MRC-RX after 20-km SSMF transmission, respectively. From
the figure, we can see that, when Af < 10 GHz, the EVM of
the DD-RX, lite CO-RX, and MRC-RX all degrade, which is
caused by the frequency overlap between the DD-RX and lite
CO-RX.

Fig. 7(b) shows the captured electrical spectra when the
received power is -6 dBm and the frequency interval is 10.5 GHz,
from the demodulated signal constellation shown in (c)—(e), we
can see that the signal quality of the lite CO-RX, DD-RX, and
MRC-RX is maintained well. Compared to the lite CO-RX,
~28.5% EVM is enhanced for the MRC-RX. Meanwhile, when
Af > 14 GHz, the performance of the lite CO-RX starts to de-
crease because the signal is out of the 3-dB bandwidth of the PD.
A higher bandwidth PD can support a larger frequency interval.
Meanwhile, the DD-RX is not influenced and its performance
remains at a suitable level. For the MRC-RX, the changing
tendency is similar to the lite CO-RX. The results indicate that
the optimal frequency interval between f; and f> is 10—14 GHz.
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D. Receiver Sensitivity at Varying Fiber Distances

Fig. 8(a) illustrates the receiver sensitivity of the DD-RX, lite
CO-RX, and MRC-RX at a BER of the hard-decision forward
error-correction (HD-FEC) threshold 3.8 x 1073. From the
figure, we can see that at different fiber distances, the sensitivities
of the lite CO-RX and MRC-RX are better, as compared to
that of the DD-RX. When the fiber distance is 20 km, the lite
CO-RX and MRC-RX have approximately 18.1-dB sensitivity
advantage over the DD-RX. As the SNR vanishes due to the low
sensitivity of direct detection, the performance of the MRC-RX
is totally determined by the lite CO-RX; thus, it can achieve
the same sensitivity as the lite CO-RX. The results in Fig. 6
and Fig. 8(a) indicate that, by using the MRC-RX, the system
sensitivity at the HD-FEC threshold can be maintained similar
to that of coherent detection. Fig. 8(b) presents the different
receiver sensitivities at the BER of 1 x 107, Unlike the results
in Fig. 8(a), because of the contribution of the DD-RX, a higher
receiver sensitivity can always be achieved for the MRC-RX
than that for the lite CO-RX and DD-RX.

E. Performance Comparison for MRC-RX in Silicon
Modulator System and LiNbO 3 Modulator System

To further evaluate the effectiveness of the MRC-RX and
provide a comparative study, the same system using a com-
mercially available LiNbO3 MZM (iXblue MXAN-LN-40) was
implemented. The SFDR of the LiNbO3 MZM for SHD and
IMD3 were measured using the same linearity measurement
setup as depicted in Fig. 4(a). The values of 97.5 dB-Hz"? and
113.6 dB-Hz?? were achieved for SHD and IMD3, respectively,
which are much better than those of the silicon modulator.
Normally, a higher received optical power will yield a higher
SFDR; thus, the SFDR value can be increased further by in-
creasing the received optical power. In our measurements, we
maintained the same optical power reaching the photodetector
after amplification for both the Si MZM and LiNbO3; MZM
cases. The measured system BER performances are shown in
Figs. 9(a)—(b) for BTB and 20-km SSMF transmission, respec-
tively. For the measurements, the system setups were the same
for Si MZM and LiNbO3 MZM. It can be seen that, for both the
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BTB and 20-km SSMF transmission cases, the performances
of the DD-RX, lite CO-RX, and MRC-RX are all better in the
case of LINbO3 MZM than that of Si MZM, due to the better
linearity of the LiNbO3 modulator. For this analog system, with a
better modulator linearity, the distortion of the modulated optical
signal will be smaller, and it will be easier for the receiver to
recover the original signals. For the MRC-RX, similar to that in
Fig. 6, for both the cases employing the Si MZM and LiNbOs3
MZM, when the received power is lower than the DD-RX
sensitivity, the MRC-RX performance is completely determined
by the lite CO-RX. When the received power becomes larger
than the DD-RX sensitivity, the MRC-RX can achieve a better
BER performance than those of the DD-RX and lite CO-RX
separately.

However, for the MRC-RX of the Si MZM system, in both
the BTB and 20-km SSMF transmission cases, when the re-
ceived power is larger than the DD-RX sensitivity, a better BER
performance can be achieved than those of the lite CO-RX and
DD-RX in the LiNbO3 MZM system. In the experiments, at the
BER of 1.0 x 10~#, receiver sensitivity improvements of 1.1 dB
and 5.6 dB were obtained compared with the lite CO-RX and
DD-RX in the LiNbO3 MZM system, respectively, as shown in
Fig. 9(a). This indicates that by using the MRC-RX, the system
performance degradation caused by the low linearity of the Si
MZM can be effectively reduced, compared with the case using
a commercial LiNbO3 MZM without the MRC-RX. For both
the Si MZM and LiNbO3 MZM cases, when the received power
becomes larger than one threshold, the DD-RX performs better
than the lite CO-RX because it is immune to the phase-related
impairments generated by the beating of different lasers.
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IV. DISCUSSION

Because of the high bandwidth of the silicon modulator
(33 GHz at 4-V bias voltage), the signal modulation rate and
level in the experiment can be further increased by employing a
much higher bandwidth PD.

In our experiment, the receiver sensitivity of the lite CO-
RX at the HD-FEC threshold, as shown in Figs. 6 and 9,
is not as efficient as the state-of-art works, because the LO
laser linewidth employed in the experiment was ~1.5 MHz.
As discussed in [29], [30], the phase noise generated by the
LO could pass through the equalization, which will generate
equalization-enhanced phase noise. The EVM of the signal can
be expressed in terms of the group velocity dispersion parameter
(52), fiber length (L), transmitted symbols per second (Baud rate
= 1/Ts, Ts is the symbol period), and linewidth of the laser (LW):
EVM?=1?-|3 |- L-Baudrate- LW. This indicates that, when the
linewidth of the LO is large, a large EVM will result, which
will degrade the BER performance [31]. The sensitivity at
the HD-FEC threshold in our system can be further improved
(<—35 dBm) by employing a lower linewidth (<~150 kHz)
laser [29], [30].

Generally, after the square law detection of PD for the input
signals, as shown in our system, the signal-to-signal beat inter-
ference (SSBI) occupies the same bandwidth as the signal from
zero frequency. However, in our experiments, due to the wide
guard band and high input carrier-to-signal power ratio (CSPR,
~12 dB), the influence of the SSBI on the system is marginal
[32]-[34].

In practical system, the photonic integrated electrically con-
trollable PC as shown in [35], [36] can be used to replace the
traditional manually controlled PC by electrically controlling.
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The system demonstrated in this work is an analog microwave
optics link (the downstream QPSK signal is first generated
by an AWG, and then converted to intermediate frequency
analog waves to drive the Si modulator), the low linearity of
the employed Si modulators will strongly affect the overall
performance of the system [37]. The DD-RX and lite CO-RX
components are both generated by the beating between different
optical carriers and signal sidebands, with a worse modulator
linearity, the SNR of the generated DD-RX and lite CO-RX
components will be lower which will result in a degraded sys-
tem performance [37]. To further characterize the nonlinearity
compensation capability of the proposed MRC-RX, the EVM
performance versus the nonlinearity of the modulator (IMD?3)
are simulated for DD-RX, lite CO-RX and MRC-RX, respec-
tively [38]. The results are shown in Fig. 10. From Fig. 10 we
can see that when the IMD3 value is low (< ~90 dB-Hz*?),
which corresponds to a poor modulator linearity, the EVMs of
the lite CO-RX, DD-RX and MRC-RX are all bad. And when the
IMD?3 value is large enough (> ~ 95 dB-Hz*?), the EVMs for
all the receivers are becoming better. When the IMD?3 is about
100 dB-Hz*? (similar as the measured value by experiment),
the achieved EVMs for lite CO-RX, DD-RX and MRC-RX are
14.20%, 12.10%, and 10.11%, respectively, which match well
with the experiment results shown in Fig. 7. The results indicate
that the distortion produced by the nonlinearity of the modulator
is the most significant negative impact to the performance of the
system. And by employing the MRC-RX, in different cases of
IMD3 value, a better EVM performance can always be achieved
than lite CO-RX and DD-RX. The results prove the nonlinearity
compensation capability of MRC-RX in different cases. More
details about the simulation can be found in our previous work
[38].

In our experiment, single-arm driving mode was employed to
drive the Si modulator. Similar driving method and measured
linearity results can also be found in our previous work [39].

The cost and complexity of the system are comparable with
the pure lite coherent systems, such as those reported in [4], [7].
Compared to these two works, no additional equipment/device
was required in this study. The only difference is the DSP
after the PD. Besides the DSP for lite coherent detection, the
DSP for direct detection and the MRC algorithm were added
in MRC-RX. The cost and complexity of the system do not
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increase significantly, except the additional DSPs. These extra
DSPs could achieve a more reliable transmission through opti-
mized receiver sensitivity and mitigate the system performance
degradation induced by the silicon modulator. A higher receiver
sensitivity can reduce the cost for error correction and enable
a higher split ratio and longer reach, which can reduce the
deploying cost for telecom operators. As the highest frequency
of the generated components in the MRC-RX is the same as that
with the lite CO-RX case, there are no higher requirements of the
analog-to-digital (ADC) device compared with the lite CO-RX.
Based on these considerations, we believe that adding the extra
DSPs is reasonable. Moreover, from the system level, because
of the CMOS compatibility and low-cost mass production of the
silicon modulator, the cost can be further reduced by large-scale
silicon modulator deployment in access.

For ONU and OLT in the near future, integrating multiple
devices, such as laser, modulator, PD, passive devices, and
electronic circuits, onto a chip can significantly reduce the cost
and power consumption [40], [41], which will greatly benefit
the operators and end users.

V. CONCLUSION

A novel MRC-RX that combines a DD-RX and lite CO-RX is
proposed and has been experimentally demonstrated to mitigate
the system performance degradation induced by the silicon
modulator in PON based access. By employing the proposed
MRC-RX, an optimized receiver sensitivity and a more reliable
transmission in both cases of low and high received power were
achieved. In the proof-of-concept experiment, at the BER of
1.0 x 10~*, the MRC-RX receiver sensitivity was improved by
3.5 dB and 6.7 dB compared with the lite CO-RX and DD-RX,
respectively. The frequency interval between the generated DD-
RX component and lite CO-RX component should be carefully
arranged to avoid frequency overlap, which may cause severe
performance degradation. The optimal frequency interval in the
experiment is between 10 and 14 GHz; by setting the frequency
interval properly, 28.5% EVM improvement can be achieved.
Comparing with a system that employs a commercial LiNbO3
modulator, a maximum improvement of ~5.6 dB of the receiver
sensitivity was obtained for the MRC-RX in the silicon modu-
lator system; thus, the system performance degradation caused
by the low linearity of the silicon modulator can be effectively
reduced by employing the MRC-RX. The proposed MRC-RX
makes sense to the building of next generation high reliable
photonics integrated access by employing silicon modulators in
5G era.
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