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Energy Resolution of Scintillators in Connection
With Track Structure
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Abstract—The large spread of scintillator performance
(light yield and energy resolution) from a theoretical limit shows
that we are still far from the deep understanding of the phenom-
ena. Usually, extrinsic aspects of resolution degradation (such as
purity, defects, stoichiometry, and so on) are the subject of study.
At the same time, intrinsic factors (such as track structure, exci-
tation density, and uniformity) that depend on crystal lattice can
play a dominant role in scintillator performance. Some progress
in the understanding of these problems is achieved by using the
concept of different efficiencies of photon emission from excited
regions with different concentrations of electronic excitations.
The regions with a high or low concentration of thermalized
excitations result in the nonradiative losses of excitations and,
therefore, produce additional event-to-event fluctuations. The
technique of multidimensional analysis of the time-resolved pulse
shape is proposed for the clustering of all the events according to
the proximity of the waveform to some centroids of the clusters.
This procedure shows that even conventional Nal: Tl and CsI:TIl
scintillators allow to achieve an energy resolution of about 3%
for 662-keV gamma photons.

Index Terms—Decay Kinetics, electronic excitations, energy
resolution, scintillators.

I. INTRODUCTION

NERGY resolution of scintillation detectors is a crucial

parameter for spectrometry devices for multiple isotope
distinguishing [1]-[3]. Energy resolution is also an important
characteristic of scintillation detectors in various applications.
Fig. 1 shows a significant spread of light yield and energy
resolution values of Nal:Tl industrial detectors. More and
more attempts [4]-[5] are directed toward resolution improve-
ment by crystal purification, codoping, and other technolog-
ical methods [5]-[7]. The best results at about 5.0%-5.5%
(137Cs source) [4]-[5] are still very far from the fundamental
limit (about 2.6% [8]). Nevertheless, low-temperature tests [9]
demonstrate an ability to reach a better experimental value of
resolution (~4%) and a light yield of two times higher than
at room temperature. The physical reasons for the increase
in resolution are not clear and the possibility to significantly
improve this parameter is still questionable.
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Fig. 1. Spread of energy resolution data and light yield for 800 samples of
Nal:T1 grown at the same technology (circles) together from the corresponding
data for different scintillators from [3]. Red line shows the theoretical limit
for energy resolution.

The origin of the energy resolution was discussed in the
early 1960s [10], [11]. Starting from the end of the 1990s,
the connection of energy resolution with material properties
was intensively studied [8], [12]. One of the main ideas was
that the energy resolution is totally defined by the scintillation
yield nonproportionality. Indeed, gamma rays produce a set
of electrons of different energies when they interact with a
detector. Fluctuations of specific electron energies in the set
between different events should broaden the energy resolution
in case of electron yield nonproportionality [12]. There is
an evident correlation between nonproportionality and energy
resolution (see, e.g., [13] where data from a systematic study
of low-energy yield nonproportionality [14] were used). Dur-
ing the following years, electron yield nonproportionality was
investigated for many crystals both experimentally and theo-
retically [14]-[29]. These studies provide an explanation of
how nonproportionality is connected with material parameters
(for instance, thermalization length of hot electrons) and how
yield and decay kinetics are modified with the energy of the
primary ionizing particle. These investigations used the rate
equations in cylindrical form of the track accounting for the
separation of charged carriers, some kinds of Monte Carlo
estimations, and underlined the role of local concentrations
of carriers created after thermalization. Unfortunately, these
studies did not provide guidelines on how to improve the
energy resolution of existing commercial scintillators.
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All attempts to alter the materials or modify technology to
improve energy resolution, while keeping the cost low, did not
bring us closer to the fundamental limit. Another possible way
to achieve this goal is to try to use pulse shape information
to improve energy resolution value [30]-[33]. This idea is
based on the dependence of decay kinetics on the energy of
created electrons and on the topology of the tracks generated
in different events (see [30, Fig. 7] and [33, Figs. 2 and 5]).

The pulse shape discrimination is known from the end of
the 1960s [34], and is used for some cases [35], but still needs
deeper understanding and development. This information can
improve resolution data, but again, we are still very far from
the limit.

Nevertheless, the idea that energy resolution is totally deter-
mined by nonproportionality seems to be oversimplified since
the approach developed in [12] supposes that the yield from
different secondary electrons is just summarized. If the excited
regions of several electrons overlap, the resulting scintillation
yield will not be presented by the sum of individual yields
of each of the electrons. Most of the theoretical approaches
previously mentioned do not take into account the event-to-
event fluctuations of the overall excited regions.

During the past years, the series of works are devoted to
deeper investigation of nonuniformity distribution of excita-
tions and their later relaxation depending on different irradia-
tion conditions [31], [32]. It was shown that the nonuniformity
of electron densities in the particle tracks is very sensitive to all
the stages of electron relaxation. The average distance between
the excitations in different parts of the track can differ from
several angstroms to hundreds of nanometers corresponding to
the effective excitation density from 10?? to 10'3 excitations
per cubic centimeter. In addition, this track structure changes
from event to event [36]. The analysis presented in [36] shows
that how different spatial regions with different excitation
densities influence both yield and energy resolution. For a
high density of excitations, the quenching increases and the
decay kinetics is shorter than the characteristic radiative time
of the emitting center. At the same time, the dispersion
of the number of photons emitted from these regions also
increases. The low-density regions result in an increase of slow
components of the scintillation decay. A part of the photons
is emitted beyond the detection time, resulting in an increased
noise. In other words, significant variations of the density
distribution of excitations in the track region from one event to
another could be the reason for energy resolution deterioration.
We believe that nonmonotonic and nonproportionality curves
in alkali halide crystals and rather poor energy resolution
of these crystals have the same origin [36], namely the
distribution of local concentrations of excitations and their
event-to-event fluctuations.

The simplest way to take advantage of the pulse shape
analysis to improve the energy resolution is the weighting of
signals obtained in some time domains (e.g., fast, intermedi-
ate, and slow, as proposed in [30] and [36]). Nevertheless,
the problem of choosing weight coefficients and length of
time domains has no simple solution since theoretical mod-
els can give only the illustrative estimations. Even detailed
multiparameter models (e.g., [30]) should be tuned for each
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specific scintillator. At present, each scintillation pulse can
be digitized with high precision (e.g., [37], [38]), and it is
promising to take advantage of such possibility. The powerful
statistical techniques of treating big data can be useful in the
analysis of this information.

In the frame of this article, we tried to resolve two prob-
lems. First of all, we show that even simple models of the
formation of decay curves on the simulated track structure
can provide illustrative information about the connection of
track structure with decay curves, which is not straightforward.
In Section II, we present an event-to-event change of the
simulated decay curves in Nal:Tl. The main result of this
section is the demonstration of a certain correlation between
the amplitude and decay curve for each event. In Sections III
and IV, we develop a “data mining” approach to the treatment
of individual decay data and decay vector, which represents
each decay (preliminary results were presented in [39]). The
approach consists of the clustering of decay vectors without
preliminary knowledge of the model of scintillation. Each new
event can be attributed to one of the clusters, and in this
way, the energy resolution can be significantly improved. The
experiment was performed on the data obtained for Nal:T1 and
CsL:TI. In the conclusion, we emphasize on the potential and
restrictions of the proposed technique.

II. INFLUENCE OF THE TRACK STRUCTURE
ON THE PHOTOPEAK BROADENING

In order to simulate tracks and decay kinetics, we use the
technique [31], [32], [36], which differs from the model of
cylindrical track with smooth distribution of excitations along
the track, used in [15], [16], and [19]. The selected approach
has some limitations since it does not take into account the
electric fields originating from the separation of electrons
from holes, but it takes into account the microscopic structure
of the track, such as clustering of carriers, due to Auger
cascade and production of J-electrons, and allows simulating
noncylindrical tracks.

The fluctuation of track structure from event to event and the
corresponding fluctuation of the scintillator yield and decay
kinetics were studied based on the Monte Carlo simulation
of the track structure. The calculations were performed for
66 events of 200-keV electron tracks in Nal. Coordinates of
electrons and holes after their thermalization were calculated
as described in detail in [31], [32], and [36]. First of all,
the energy loss functions for Nal were simulated based on
EPDL97 database [40] of photoelectron cross sections with
corrections of energies of Nal core and valence states in order
to reproduce forbidden gap and core band energies in Nal.
Monte Carlo simulation of the cascade of electron—electron
scattering with the production of secondary electrons and
holes from the valence band and core bands was performed
with taking into account the momentum conservation in each
collision. These calculations result in spatial coordinates of
electrons and holes together with their kinetic energies after
the “last” inelastic scattering, i.e., when their kinetic energy
is not sufficient to produce additional electronic excitation.
This means that cascade stage of simulation is finished when
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the kinetic energy of the particle becomes lower than the
forbidden gap energy, which is the threshold for inelastic
electron—electron scattering. The next stage is the account for
thermalization with the emission of phonons. At this stage,
the position of an electron or a hole is shifted in an arbitrary
direction. Its “final” position is determined in correspondence
with thermalization length, which depends on the kinetic
energy of the particle [41]. For most scintillators, holes are
heavier than electrons, and their kinetic energy is limited by
the width of the valence band, so their thermalization length
is typically much less than that for electrons.

The next step for the estimation of the scintillation yield
and decay kinetics is the calculation of the distribution of
efficient concentrations in the track region. The aim of this
calculation is to determine how far electrons should diffuse
toward holes and then recombine. An efficient concentration
can be defined from the mean distance between an electron
and the nearest one, two, three, or more holes. In the present
estimation, we calculate the mean distance (r.;)3 to three
nearest holes for each electron. The “concentration” which
an electron feels in this case is ({re,)3) 2. The distribution of
concentrations is calculated in such a way and is presented for
all 66 tracks in the left panel of Fig. 2 showing the histogram
over equidistant In(n) bins. Therefore, the area under blue
curves corresponds to the total number of initial electron—hole
pairs.

For the estimation of yield and decay kinetics, we use the
simplest analytical model, which describes the electron—hole
recombination and exciton—exciton quenching [42]. The case
of Nal:Tl scintillator is definitely more complicated, and the
corresponding rate equations are studied in [17] and [43]-[45].
Nevertheless, we use here the simplified model since the
number of parameters for this model is much lower and it
is easier to get qualitative results depending on the small set
of important parameters. The parameters of this model are
the exciton radiation time 7,4, binominal rate of electron—
hole recombination g.,, binominal rate of exciton—exciton
quenching bex, and time of integration of the scintillation
response fmax. Lhe set of equations for electron and hole
concentrations (n.(t) = nj(t)) is

dnex(t 1
;—") = ———nex (1) = bexn (1) + genne () (1)
1 Trad
dne(t)
= — ne(t)n,(r).
dt 8eh e( ) h()
For estimations, we choose 79 = 1| wus, bex =
1071 s=! cm™3, el = 10710 s~ ¢cm™3, and fmax =
5 ws. We suppose that excitons are not produced in the
cascade (nex(0) = 0). The analytical solution of this set

of equations is rather cumbersome and is presented in [42].
The efficiency of emission and registration of photon g (n)
from region with initial concentration of electrons n.(0) is
calculated using the previously mentioned rate equations and,
for chosen parameters, is shown by a red line in the left
panel of Fig. 2, whereas the average decay kinetics of the
scintillation is shown in the right panel of Fig. 2. This kinetics
is obtained as the integral of partial decays for different
n.(0) over the distribution of concentrations averaged for all
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Fig. 2. Left: distribution of electron concentration in the track regions for

66 tracks of 200-keV electrons in Nal (blue curves) and the efficiency of
emission and detection of photons originating from the regions with different
electron concentrations (red curve, multiplied by 700 for the visibility on
the plot). Right: averaged scintillator decay kinetics for model with electron-
hole recombination and exciton-exciton quenching (parameters presented in
the text). Calculation is based on the distribution of electron concentrations
presented in the left panel.

simulated tracks. The parameters are chosen in a way to
roughly reproduce typical Nal:TI decay kinetics (compare the
right panel of Fig. 2 with Figs. 4 and 6 presented in Section IV
below). The efficiency of emission and registration of photons
reaches its maximum close to 1 at an initial concentration
about 10'7 cm™3. For higher concentrations, the efficiency of
photon emission by excitons drops due to the exciton—exciton
quenching. For lower concentrations, the electron—hole recom-
bination becomes too slow, and the photons are emitted at
times much higher than the pulse integration time. The decay
has different components. For concentrations about 10'7 cm =3,
the decay is about monoexponential with small rising time. For
lower concentrations, the decay has a longer rising part and
a long tail. Finally, for higher concentrations, the decay has a
fast rising part and an accelerated initial part. The integration
over distribution of concentrations in the track region results
in a complex shape of the decay.

The simulated tracks differ in the number of electron—hole
pairs and their spatial structures. Therefore, the distribution
of concentrations fluctuates from one track to another, and
the yield and decay also fluctuate. The mean number of
electron—hole pairs (N,;) for the simulations of 200-keV
electron tracks is 24304 (121 x 103 e—h pairs per MeV),
with the standard deviation o, equal to 35. The Fano factor
F., = aezh/(Nem = 0.053. This result corresponds to the
figures obtained in [46]. Mean scintillator yield for the chosen
parameters of rate equations is (¥) = 14022 (70 x 103
photons per MeV), with standard deviation oy equal to 97,
and the corresponding Fano factor Fy = a)% /{Y) =0.67. The
fluctuations of the yield are much higher than the fluctuations
of the number of carriers. This is due to the fluctuations of the
track structure. This result does not include the noise due to
photon generation and registration in different regions of the
track, which is proportional to /g (n)(1 — ¢g(n)) and which
can be significant (see [36]).

The calculated scintillation yields for different tracks are
shown in the top right panel of Fig. 3. In order to find out
whether there are correlations between yield, track structure,
and decay kinetics, we divide the tracks into three groups,
which give different yield: ¥ > (Y) + 0.80y (green points,
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Fig. 3. Illustration of the relation between track structure, simulated
scintillation yield and deviation of decay kinetics for 66 tracks of 200-keV
electrons in Nal. Left: typical spatial distribution of electrons. From top to
bottom: four examples of tracks resulting in yield ¥ > (Y) + 0.80y (green
points in the right top panel), six tracks with (Y) —0.80y <Y < (Y)+0.80y
(red points), and four tracks with ¥ < (Y) — 0.80y (blue points). Right:
Simulated yield Y for different tracks (top panel), grouped by color in three
previously mentioned regions. Three middle panels: the ratio of simulated
kinetics to mean kinetics for three previously mentioned groups of the yield.
Bottom panel: distribution of number of electrons per 1 nm of electron-hole
distance for different tracks from the group with ¥ > (Y) + 0.80y (green
curves) and ¥ < (Y) — 0.80y (blue curves).

right part of scintillation photopeak), (Y) — 0.80y < Y <
(Y) + 0.80y (red points, middle part of photopeak), and
Y < (Y) — 0.80y (blue points, left part of photopeak). The
boundaries 0.8y are chosen because for Gaussian distribution
of the yields, about 40% of events have yields outside the cen-
tral interval. In order to obtain a correlation of the yield with
track structure and decay features, we plot tracks and decay
curves in the same colors. Typical tracks which correspond to
these three groups are presented in the left column. The tracks
with higher yield are shorter and show more dense regions with
a larger number of clusters of excitations (“spurs™) (green,
left top panel). On the contrary, tracks with lower yield are
characterized by larger length and more straight structure
(left bottom panel, blue). These tracks are characterized by
a different spatial dependence of the number of electrons per
one nanometer of electron—hole distance (bottom right panel).
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Such a different spatial structure is also reflected in decay
kinetics. Three middle figures in the right column show the
ratio of the calculated decay kinetics to average decay kinetics
as shown in the right panel of Fig. 2. The tracks with high yield
(green points and curves) are characterized by the reduction of
long components (at ~5 us) in comparison with middle com-
ponents (~1 us) of the decay. On the contrary, the tracks with
low yield (blue points and curves) show some increase of long
components in comparison with medium-time components.

Definitely, we cannot practically improve the energy
resolution by selecting events with specific track structure
since it is not observable directly. Nevertheless, one of the
observable characteristics of the emission from the track
region is the shape of the scintillation pulse. We can measure
only decay kinetics and in this way attribute each event to
one of three groups. Fig. 2 shows that the decay kinetics
is not connected in one-to-one way with the value of the
yield, and it is just a statistical correlation. It reflects the
complex structure of photopeak. The different events of
the interaction of gamma photon with the crystal result in
additional broadening of the peak beyond the statistics of
electron—hole pairs. Therefore, the main question is whether
a statistical approach to scintillation events analysis can
separate different topologies of the tracks.

III. TECHNIQUE FOR THE TREATING OF PULSE
AMPLITUDE SPECTRA

The standard method for measuring the result of the inter-
action of an ionizing particle with a scintillator is to con-
struct the amplitude spectrum of scintillation pulses. With this
approach, the signal from each event (scintillation resulting
from an ionizing particle or a gamma quantum interaction
with media) at the output of the photodetector is integrated
in a given interval of time, and each event corresponds to
one value—pulse amplitude. Using the obtained array of scalar
values, a histogram of the distribution is constructed, which
is the amplitude spectrum. Section II demonstrates that the
kinetics of the scintillation pulse is affected by the structure
of the track of an ionizing particle. If we group individual
decays according to their proximity to some ‘“‘calibrated”
profiles, corresponding to groups with high, medium, and low
amplitudes of the scintillation pulse, we can hope to increase
the energy resolution for each group of events.

The kinetics of each scintillation pulse can be digitized
using contemporary digital oscilloscopes. Therefore, each
event can be characterized by the vector of the digitized values.
These vectors can then be treated using a modern algorithm of
data processing [47]-[49]. These algorithms allow clustering
of the events without any a priori knowledge of the models.
Therefore, the procedure consists of two steps: the first step
is the “learning” procedure, when a big amount of events are
treated in order to form some clusters of events, and then we
can treat each new event according to its proximity to the
centroids of each cluster.

Clustering procedure is widely used in the systems of
artificial intelligence and data mining problems [48], [49].
The term “data mining” appeared around the 1990s in the
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database community and became more popular in the artificial
intelligence and machine learning community. The clustering
of data and the following analysis of them are successfully
used in the problems of visualization of hidden dependences,
structuration of data, distinguishing acting factors without their
analytical description, and so on. Clustering procedure implies
decomposition (dissection) of the data array in the parameter
area. Section planes are set by the selected norms, by which
the distances between primitives (data array elements) are
calculated. Implementations of the clustering procedure can
be very diverse and have a significantly different compu-
tational complexity, different convergence, and accuracy of
solutions. Currently, data mining methods are well developed,
have a large number of applied tools (method implementa-
tions) [50]-[52], integrated into mathematical packages, such
as MATLAB, Scilab, and others. Extensive Python software
libraries (SciPy and NumPy) [53], and C and many other
languages which implement data mining methods, including
the clustering methods used by the authors, are available.
The authors do not describe the methods and algorithms of
clustering because they did not develop them but directly
applied them to the field of processing data from scintillation
experiments.

IV. EXPERIMENT AND RESULTS

In the frame of this study, both conventional scintillation
spectra method and a new one, based on discretization of
the pulse shape of individual events, were used for different
scintillators. In particular, three most popular scintillators were
selected for the series of comparative tests —Nal:T1, CsL:Tl,
and CsI:Na. Three groups of each type of crystals (selected
quality—resolution for '37Cs source of 5.5%-6.0%, standard
quality—6.5%-7.0%, and low quality—worse than 7.5%—
8.0%) were selected for the tests. Cylindrical samples 17 x
17 were prepared for spectra measurement at room tempera-
ture. Spectral measurements were performed using a standard
analog approach at multichannel analyzer, model Multiport II
(Canberra) with standard Hamamatsu photomultiplier (PMT)
HM R1308 2” (HV: 1075 V) or with fast PMT ET 9821B
3” (HV: 2085 V). Digital oscilloscope, LeCroy waveSurfer
422, 200 MHz, 2 gigasample/s type, was used for recording
individual events. A total of 99000 events were used for each
test. All together, more than 100 tests were performed. In these
experiments, digitized scintillation pulses were used without
preliminary filtering by area or amplitude. The maximum
recording speed was 33-35 pps. The input impedance of the
oscilloscope in all measurements was 50 Q.

The typical approach is based on the following procedure.
The digitized pulse with digitizing frequency 0.3 gigasample/s
was integrated over 100-ns integrals (Fig. 4). Thus, each
scintillation event was associated with a vector containing
partial sums of the signal value. Therefore, instead of a single
number characterizing the scintillation amplitude (the integral
of the signal during shaping time), the event is characterized
by a vector of a sufficiently large dimension (in our case,
24). We assume that an even smaller number of integration
intervals will give satisfactory statistics. The aggregate of all
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Fig. 4. Example of digitized Nal:Tl scintillation pulse and a scheme of the
formation of the data vector for the event.

scintillation events can be described by a set of corresponding
vectors, in the first case in a 1-D event space and in the second
in a multidimensional one.

The idea of further data treatment is quite simple. Events
are subdivided into several groups depending on specific decay
time, decay character, character and speed of the rising leading
edge and maximum amplitude, and so on.

In our case, we chose the simply constructed multidi-
mensional vector corresponding to the digitization of the
scintillation signal. A mathematical measure of proximity
is a norm, the choice of which allows to control the cri-
terion for the formation of groups (Euclidean, soft cosine,
correlation, and many other norms can be used). We use
squared distance and Euclidean distance as metrics for two
vector describing events. As indicated earlier, the described
procedure is collectively called “clustering,” and the result-
ing groups are clusters. Naturally, these clusters of events
have nothing to do with the spatial clusters of electronic
excitations mentioned in the description of the track struc-
ture. As a result of such clustering, events that are char-
acterized by close decay kinetics are grouped in the same
cluster.

If we construct the distribution of the amplitudes of the
scintillation signal for each of the events in the cluster and
compare this distribution with the distribution of the ampli-
tudes for all events (Fig. 5), then we can see that the events in
the clusters constructed by the proximity of the shape of the
decay curves of the scintillation signal are also characterized
by different distributions of the amplitude of the scintillation
signal. The amplitude distributions for different clusters are
partially overlapped. This fact correlates with the comment
made in Section II that some tracks shown in green and
blue demonstrate the “wrong” decay behavior (there is no
one-to-one correspondence between decay and the yield).
Fig. 6 shows the average kinetics for each of the clusters
(cluster centroids in the language of the data processing
technology). It can be seen that the clusters are characterized
by a different signal ratio at time domains 500-1000 ns to
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Fig. 6. Reconstruction of centroids of pulse clusters.

2000-2500 ns. Thus, selecting only one cluster from the total
number of events and taking the amplitudes of events in this
cluster, one can significantly improve the energy resolution.
In addition, it is possible to take into account all the events
preserving improved resolution by introducing correction for
the contributions of all the clusters.

Different curves for centroids at each peak correlate with
the trends of the decay curves described in Section II and
with the role of fast and slow components of decay shown
in [30]. In particular, a cluster with lower amplitude (blue
curves) is characterized by a low value of intermediate-to-fast
ratio, which corresponds to the result shown in Fig. 3 (fourth
panel in the right column). The same correlation between
simulation and experiment is obtained for a cluster with high
amplitudes.

Table I shows the results of event processing for different
materials and energy resolutions of crystals. The first row
presents the energy resolution without mathematical process-
ing of the kinetics. The second one shows the results of
clustering—selection of events characterized by proximity to
the centroid of the central cluster.

885
TABLE I
RESULTS OF THE TREATMENT OF SCINTILLATION EVENTS
Material Nal: Tl Nal: Tl CsI: Tl CsI: Tl
Raw resolution, % 5.82 5.54 7.40 10.44
Resolution after treatment, % 3.01 2.83 3.88 5.35

The values of the energy resolution of the peaks constructed
from clusters are better than those for the amplitude peaks
constructed from the entire set of scintillation pulses. The
central cluster peak is usually the largest in area and has an
energy resolution close to a theoretically predicted one. Our
experiments show that the subdivision into three clusters is
sufficient to reproduce the structure of a photopeak, and the
clustering components have half-widths close to the theoretical
limit for a given substance.

There are no direct criteria for the selection of the number of
clusters. Experiments show that photopeak parameters in the
case of Nal and CslI scintillators improve up to three clusters’
selection and remain constant for larger (up to nine clusters)
number of clusters.

V. CONCLUSION

The energy resolution of scintillating crystals is affected
both by intrinsic and extrinsic factors. By intrinsic factors,
we mean event-to-event fluctuations of the spatial distrib-
ution of excitations. This distribution is known to define
both the yield nonproportionality and nonexponential profile
of decay kinetics, especially components much shorter and
much longer than characteristic decay time of emission cen-
ters [16], [30], [36], and in this article, we show that event-to-
event fluctuations play an important role in the deterioration
of the energy resolution. The correlation of the decay kinetics
with the yield demonstrated using Monte Carlo simulation of
the track structure can be used to correct the yield of individual
events to improve the energy resolution. At the same time,
the practice shows that the energy resolution measured for
different crystals grown using the same technology differs
significantly [54] due to extrinsic factors. Therefore, here we
propose a technique of treating the scintillation signals which
is based on the previously mentioned correlation between
signal waveform and the total scintillation yield but which also
takes into account uncontrolled reasons of the deterioration of
energy resolution.

It is shown that, in contrast to analog scintillation spec-
trum processing methods, digital methods provide enhanced
possibilities. Naturally, the accumulation of a large amount
of digital data requires big digital arrays but, at the same
time, makes it possible to radically improve scintillation
detector performance. The proposed method for the analysis
and construction of the scintillation spectrum makes it possible
to reveal a nonelementary structure of photopeaks. In other
words, the statistical approach shows that not all events,
even within one peak, are equivalent. This follows already
from modeling the nonuniformity of the track itself, and
of course, is reflected in the intricacies of the photopeak
structure.
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In particular, it was shown that the most popular alkaline
halide scintillators have a complex character of scintillation
generation, and the integration of all manifestations together
leads to the broadening (smearing) of the photopeak. It is
important to note that the separation of processes due to the
clustering of statistical information leads to the identification
of energy resolution parameters close to the theoretical limit.

Analysis of the spectra integrated at different stages of
the decay kinetics of the scintillation pulse shows that it is
possible to separate different processes forming the photopeak,
thus improving energy resolution. The Monte Carlo simulation
shows the correlation of the yield and the decay profile,
and a similar correlation is obtained by numerical treatment
of experimental data. The results of Section II demonstrate
that numerical clustering presented in Sections III and IV is
physically meaningful.

Although all experiments were performed for alkali halide
scintillators, there are no limits to apply this approach to
other types of scintillators. This procedure is appropriate for
scintillators with energy resolution far from theoretical limit.
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