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he last issue of the year contains five articles from the open call. The
diversity of topics covered by the articles underscores the broad range of
network-related papers we publish. In the article “Reconsidering Micro-

scopic Mobility Modeling for Self-Organizing Networks,” Legendre et al. pro-
pose a new class of mobility models that is applicable to mobile terminals
carried by walking people. The new class of models uses behavioral rules to cap-
ture the way people walk when they, for example, come close to each other or
approach obstacles. In “QoS Evaluation of Sender-Based Loss Recovery Tech-
niques for VoIP,” Chua and Pheanis present an overview of sender-based loss
recovery techniques for voice over IP (VoIP) services. They then present a com-
parative study of these techniques under various conditions and demonstrate
that not all of them are suitable for interactive VoIP-based services. In the arti-
cle “Adding Network-Layer Intelligence to Mobile Receivers for Solving Spuri-
ous TCP Timeout During Vertical Handoff,” Huang and Cai study performance
issues that arise during vertical handoffs in wireless networks. In vertical hand-
off, mobile devices with multiple wireless interfaces may switch to the most
appropriate (e.g., fastest) network among the ones available at their current
location. The speed mismatches between networks may cause TCP connections
to time out and thus impact system performance. The proposed schemes show
how manipulating the transmission of TCP ACK packets improves performance
in this case. In “SS7 Over IP: Signaling Interworking Vulnerabilities,” Sengar et
al. study the SIGTRAN intersignaling proposal from the Internet Engineering
Task Force (IETF) that allows seamless signaling between SS7 (in legacy tele-
phony networks) and packet-based VoIP networks. They show that the current
proposal is vulnerable to malicious actions by users that could disrupt services.
After describing how they arise, the authors propose means to combat these
vulnerabilities based on the syntactic and semantic analysis of signaling informa-
tion. In the article “A New Model for Updating Software in Wireless Net-
works,” Brown and Sreenan study challenges for software life cycle in sensor
networks. They provide a set of software update requirements and an update
model that meets these requirements, and then discuss how existing software
update proposals relate to the proposed model and the software update require-
ments.

As is tradition, in the final issue of the year we provide some retrospective
for the year. Instead of reflecting on just this year alone, this time we reflect on
the past three years. During this period, we published 18 issues, including this
one, and we were fairly balanced in publishing articles from the open call or in
special issues: there were nine open call and nine special issues. Incidentally, for
the next year we have scheduled four special issues and are already looking for
special issues for 2008. Regarding open call submissions, Fig. 1 shows the
monthly submission rates of papers to our magazine over the past 33 months,
from the beginning of January 2004 to the end of September 2006. While the
figure does not reveal any major trends, it shows that August could be consid-
ered a quiet month when compared to submissions in the adjacent months, and
it is consistently one of the quietest months in the year. On the other hand, the
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EDITOR’S NOTE

period between April to June is a relatively “active” peri-
od, although not in a consistent fashion through the years.
Finally, without data from this year, December appears to
be a very active month, reaching the highest or nearly
highest submission rate in both of the previous two years.

This is the 18th editorial that I am writing for the
magazine and I would like to inform you that I will not be
doing do so for the next issue. As George Harrison said,
“All things must pass,” and this marks the last issue to be
published under my stewardship of the magazine. I would
have liked to state something more profound like “...while
holding the Editor-in-Chief’s chair…” but the statement
would have been inaccurate (at least to an engineer) as
they do not really give any chairs to editors, not even little
stools! It has been three and a half years (give or take a
few weeks) since I was invited to serve as the magazine’s
next Editor-in-Chief. I accepted the invitation with some
trepidation, but over the years I have grown to feel the dis-
tinct privilege and honor there is in serving this magazine,
including its editors and contributors, for the benefit of
our readership. If I had to select a few words and expres-
sions to describe the experience of the past three years,
they would include words like “unparalleled,” “education-
al,” “the hair moved from the front of my head to the
back,” “not a dull moment,” “tiresome,” “challenging,”
and “rewarding.” I feel sadness that my tenure is coming
to an end, but the time has come to pass the Editor’s
baton. And with this, it gives me great pleasure to intro-
duce to you the receiver of the baton, the next Editor-in-
Chief, Dr. Ioanis Nikolaidis, who is with the Computing
Science Department at the University of Alberta, Edmon-
ton, Canada.

For those who love magazine trivia, you should know
that Ioanis has been with the magazine for many years,
since 1999 to be specific, and has served as a member of
its editorial board and editor of the Book Reviews feature
column, and currently serves as its Associate Editor-in-
Chief. I have known Ioanis since the early 1990s when he
was a graduate student at Georgia Tech, Atlanta. He had

always impressed me with the breadth and depth of his
knowledge of networking issues in general, the meticulous-
ness of his work, and the deep level of professionalism and
sense of responsibility with which he approaches his vari-
ous assignments. I would like to acknowledge here his
exemplary work as the liaison editor for the special issue
on 4G Wireless Networking, to be published in January
2007. I feel extremely confident that, despite the maga-
zine’s already high valuation, he will raise the magazine’s
esteem in the community to even greater heights. I wish
him all the best in his new role as the magazine’s new Edi-
tor-in-Chief.

In closing my last Editor’s Note, I would like to thank
all the people who helped me do the best job I could do
over the past three years. I would like to thank Peter
O’Reilly, our last Editor-in-Chief, for mentoring me since I
was designated as Editor-in-Chief. I would like to thank
my senior editors Tom Chen and Yi-Bing Jason Lin, and
Peter again, for the expert and insightful advice they have
provided me all along. I would like to thank the members
of the editorial board for the long hours they have dedicat-
ed to reviewing papers and providing constructive feed-
back to the authors who contribute papers to our magazine
and for ensuring the high quality of our publications. I
would like to thank our guest editors for their dedication
and commitment to the spirit of our magazine in putting
together the excellent special issues we publish. And I
would like to thank and make special mention of our many
reviewers whose anonymous hard work has helped shape
the articles you read, and many more that could not make
it to the pages of our magazine. I would like to thank the
publications staff at the IEEE Communications Society
(ComSoc), Joe Milizzo, Sue Lange, Cathy Kemelmacher,
and Jennifer Porcello; and Natasha Simonovski of the IT
staff for making sure that issue after issue we publish the
impressive looking papers you read and carefully preparing
the pages on the magazine’s Web site. I would like to
thank the ComSoc officers and the directors of the Com-
Soc magazines under whom I have served, Andrzej
Jajszczyk and Thomas F. La Porta, for entrusting me with
leading the magazine and their continuous support over
the years. Last but not least, I would like to thank you, our
readers, who have come to rely on our magazine year after
year, for making it for yet another year one of the top
technical publications and certainly one of the most, if not
the most, cited magazines in its area (http://www.ieee.org/
web/publications/journmag/journalcitations.html).

If you would like to submit papers to our magazine,
please visit http://www.comsoc.org/pubs/net/ntwrk/authors.
html for submission guidelines. As always, you may pro-
vide your feedback on any aspect of our magazine by con-
tacting me or Ioanis at bisdik@us.ibm.com or
yannis@cs.ualberta.ca, respectively. We would very much
like to hear your thoughts on how we can make the maga-
zine more appealing.

Goodbye!

n Figure 1. Monthly submission rates for open call papers for
January 2004 through September 2006.
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