
This column is being written shortly
after the opening of the first examina-
tion window for the WCET Certifica-
tion program. Dozens of candidates
have applied, studied, and scheduled
their examinations. Now they are busy
taking the exam and will be waiting
(probably impatiently) for their score
results, to know whether they passed
and will be receiving certification.

It’s not a bad time to discuss the
exam in more detail, perhaps to encour-
age those who have been “on the fence,”
unsure as to whether or not to take the
exam, to apply for and take the exam
during the next exam window. Here are
some facts about the examination.

There are 150 questions on the exam
that count toward your score. An addi-
tional 15 questions have been included
to assess their value and suitability for
use on future tests.

All of the exam questions are multi-
ple choice.

For each question there is a “best”
answer. It may – and should! – often

take some thought to select this answer
from among several other seemingly
good answers.

No question is dependent on any
other question, nor does any question
provide an answer to any other question.

The questions cover all seven techni-
cal areas. Each area is weighted: there
are more questions on topics that our
industry survey said were more impor-
tant or more frequently used.

A table of essential formulas will be
available, as will an online calculator to
enable you to determine the correct answer
to questions requiring some calculation.

Four hours are allowed for you to

complete the exam; this includes any
time that you may take as a break – for
example to get a drink of water or just
stretch your legs.

The exam is “static,” that is, subse-
quent questions will not change or
increase (or decrease) in difficulty based
on your answers to earlier questions.

Those who attended the online webinar
on September 19 heard considerably more
detail about the design and construction of
the examination. In particular, the follow-
ing question was shared as an example of
what might be expected on the exam.

Question: A wireless channel has a
10 KHz Doppler spread and a 10 ms
delay, and the over-the-air data rate
with BPSK modulation is 1 Kbps.
Which of the following is the best
description of this channel?

Answers:
1. Fast fading and frequency selec-

tive fading.
2. Slow fading and frequency nonse-

lective fading.
3. Slow fading and frequency selec-

tive fading.
4. Fast fading and frequency nonse-

lective fading.
The correct “best” answer is #1. To

listen to a summary of the logic involved
in selecting this answer, listen to the
recorded webinar by going to the
WCET Web site at www.ieee-wcet.org,
and clicking on the “VIEW a webinar
…” link on the home page.

There’s a lot more information about
the WCET certification exam – including
sample questions, what to expect on exam
day, and more – in the Candidate’s Hand-
book, which you can request through the
WCET Web site at www.ieee-wcet.org.
There you’ll also find additional sample
questions, the complete exam specifica-
tions (including the weightings assigned
to the seven technical areas), and you can
purchase a practice exam to help you pre-
pare for the WCET certification exam
during the Spring 2009 testing window,
which runs March 16 – April 4, 2009. The
application period for the Spring window
runs from December 1, 2008 through
February 2, 2009.
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