Preface

CMV 2006

C M 2006 is the 4th conference on coordinated and multiple views in exploratory

visualization. The aim of this conference is to bring together top researchers in the
area to demonstrate the state of the art, stimulate discussion, illuminate open research questions, and
debate ideas and future opportunities.

The first CMV conference was held in 2003. During the last four years, significant advances
have been made in several directions, including fundamental theoretical issues, development of tools
and infrastructure, usability and HCI studies, and applications of coordinated multiple visualizations
to a variety of problems. One can observe a general portrait of this research domain by exploring the
four volumes of the conference proceedings.

Still, there are several ongoing challenges in the CMV domain. Although numerous interesting
research prototypes have been developed, coordinated views are not yet widely used in commercial
software. Existing research prototypes are seldom compatible, and in many cases are impossible to
combine into complementary tools in order to achieve a synergetic effect. Many users are not aware
of how to get advantages from combining available multiple visual representations.

We have high hopes that the 2006 conference will help us to take steps to meet these challenges.
This year we received 16 submissions. Each paper has been reviewed by several members of the
international program committee (in most cases by four or five reviewers). Of these, nine papers
have been accepted for oral presentation and appear in this volume. The selected papers demonstrate
the breadth of this area, detail solutions toward some of the challenges, and allow the reader to
further study this exciting research area.
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